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Abstract. The purpose of this apphcation, in relation to Article 70 of the Code, is to

conserve the widespread usage of the generic name Microsaiiriis Dejean, 1833 for a

group of rove beetles (family staphylinidae) by designating Stapliylimis ochvipennis

Menetries, 1832 as the type species of Microsaiirus in place of Staphylimis lateralis

Gravenhorst, 1802. Members of the genus Microsaiirus are north temperate in

distribution, with the majority of species occurring in the Palaearctic Region. The

conservation of the long-standing usage of Microsaiirus is required for the upcoming

publication of the second volume of The Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera.

Ouediiisfissus, Q. latinus, Q. lateralis, Q. scheerpeltzi (with synonym Q. cyprinus) and

Q. siiramensis (with synonym Q. grouziacus) are transferred from Microsaiirus to

Raphirus Stephens, 1829.
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1. Dejean (1833, p. 61) introduced the generic name Microsaiirus for a group of

rove beetles (family staphylinidae) and included 1 1 available specific names, of

which only three (Staphylimis lateralis Gravenhorst, 1802, Staphylimis ochripennis

Menetries, 1832 (p. 145) and Staphylimis scitus Gravenhorst, 1806) currently remain

in Microsaiirus.

2. Westwood (1838, p. 16) subsequently designated one of the originally included

species, Staphylimis lateralis Gravenhorst, 1802, as the type species of Microsaiirus.

3. Stephens (1829, p. 23) established the rove beetle genus Raphirus, and Mulsant

& Rey (1876, p. 616) established the rove beetle genus Sauridus. Both of these genera

were subsequently included, together with Microsaiirus, as subgenera of Quedius

Stephens, 1829. Traditionally these three subgenera were distinguished by relative eye

size until Smetana (1971, p. 184), showing this character to be inadequate for

distinguishing between the three subgenera when considered in isolation from other

characters, synonymized Sauridus with Raphirus.

4. Smetana (1988, p. 183) pointed out that all Microsaiirus have two setiferous

punctures posteromediad of the posterior frontal puncture on the head, whereas all

Raphirus have only one setiferous puncture at this location. This character state is a

rehable distinguishing character of the two subgenera irrespective of the size of the

eyes (see Smetana, 1997, p. 51).
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5. Since Staphylinus lateralis Gravenhorst, 1802 (p. 35). the type species of

Microsauriis, has only one setiferous puncture in the location on the head (see para.

4 above), it has to be transferred to Raphints, along with the following members of

the Qiiedius lateralis-species group. These are: Q. fissus Gridelli, 1938, Q. latimis

Gridelli, 1938, 0. scheerpeltzi Gridelli, 1938 (with its synonym Q. cyprinus Franz.

1987) and Q. swamemis Eppelsheim, 1880 (with its synonym Q. grouziaciis Coiifait,

1966).

6. If the validly designated type species of Microsaunis, Staphylinus lateralis,

remains the type species of Microsauriis, Microsaurus would become a junior

synonym of Raphirus and the name Ediquus Mulsant & Rey. 1876 would replace

Microsaurus. This would cause great confusion as the name Ediquus Mulsant & Rey.

1876 has not been used as a valid name for over 40 years and has a homonymEdiquus

Reitter, 1887 (Coleoptera) (although this was replaced by the name Farus by

Blackwelder in 1952, p. 165). Both Microsaurus and Raphirus have a long history of

use in their current meaning, with each name being used by well over 20 authors since

they were introduced (see Herman, 2001, pp. 3089-3090, for details) and these

changes would seriously affect the nomenclatural stability of the group.

7. The International Commision on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

( 1

)

to use its plenary power to set aside all previous fixations of type species for

the nominal genus Microscmrus Dejean, 1833 and to designate Staphylinus

ochripennis Menetries, 1832 as the type species;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name
Microsaurus Dejean, 1833 (gender: mascuhne), type species Staphylinus

ochripennis Menetries, 1832 as ruled in (1) above;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name ochripennis

Menetries. 1832, as published in the binomen Staphylinus ochripennis (specific

name of the type species of Microsaurus Dejean, 1833).
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